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selves faced with the difficult problem of finding aboriginal
native gentlemen endowed with a pair of skulls apiece to
satisfy the hobby of the new Chief Commissioner.

The order very nearly had a tragic result in one district,
and, for what I know, may not have escaped those results in
some others. All in the Provinces, Europeans and Natives
alike, were anxious to carry out the wishes of the new ruler,
and far away on tour, in a wild hill tract, the district officer
explained to an old native chief how anxious he was to make
a good collection of skulls to gratify the whim of the Chief
Commissioner. " I am with you," said the astute old fellow,
" and quite understand what is wanted; there is plenty of
material in my State." The next morning, when riding back
to camp, the officer came across a long procession of Gondhs,
young and old, roped together, and being driven along by
matchlock-men to the old chiefs palace. They howled out
with one accord at the European officer, imploring mercy,
and affirming they were guilty of nothing deserving instant
death. The Deputy-Commissioner turned back to the palace,
and there, sure enough, he found a good-sized block and an
accomplished headsman in attendance, and all in readiness
for immediate execution. When the old chief was remon-
strated with, he urged, " Why not, Lord of the World ? I
have plenty of them. No? But you told me that the
Great - Man wanted these skulls, and how else could I
possibly get them ?" These Gondhs were fortunately
respited, to the old chief's disgust. But, nevertheless, a
fine collection was made, in duplicate, under less tragic
circumstances, and the magnate carried the selected skulls
away with him, together with other treasures collected during
>.his long service in the East, In due course he had to retire
from the service, and he sent home his treasures stored in
cases, and enjoined his wife, who was in England, to open

attraction the thirty-five skulls of Robespierre, from the first year of his birth to the
date of his lamented death. The other show was soon deserted, and it is stated
that in that out-of-the-way part of the United States it is still popularly supposed
that prominent politicians shed their skulls annually, as the well-known local snake
does its skin.